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SOCIAL SECURITY

NEWS

MAYRA SALAZAR, Specialist, SSA

Read this if you plan to retire soon

lanning to retire in early
P 2011? It may already be time
to apply.

Applying for benefits is
easier than you think. Especially if
you do it online at
www.socialsecurity.gov. The Social
Security website makes the process
easy and convenient.

Just logon to your comput-
er and visit our website at
www.socialsecurity.gov/applyonline.

You can apply online for
your retirement benefits from the
comfort of your home or office. It
can take as little as 15 minutes.

In most cases, once your
application is submitted electronical-
ly, you’re done. There are no forms
to sign and usually no documenta-
tion is required. Social Security will
process your application and contact
you if any further information is
needed.

Regardless of when you
plan to retire, you should consider
doing it about three months ahead of
time. Then you’ll know that your
payments will make it to you on
time.

If you are not quite ready
to retire, but are thinking about
doing so in the near future, you may
want to visit Social Security’s web-
site to use our convenient and infor-
mative retirement planner at
www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2.

Here, you can find out just
how close you are to meeting your
financial goals and then “bookmark”
the website to file for retirement
benefits when you are ready.

From there, you can use
our Retirement Estimator to get an
instant, personalized estimate of
your retirement benefits.

Remember that you’re

always first in line when you go
online. Learn more about Social
Security by visiting our website at
www.socialsecurity.gov.
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FREE AUDIO PUBLI-
CATIONS FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

Perhaps you’ve been plan-
ning to read that booklet on Social
Security benefits for some time now,
but you never seem to find the time
to sit down with it. If only you
could listen to an audio version, just
as you might listen to the latest
novel by your favorite author on
audio book.

Now you can. Social
Security offers more than a hundred
publications in audio format, in both
English and Spanish. You can find
them at
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/a
It-pubs.html.

At Social Security, we
want to make sure you can get the
information you need. That is why
we offer our publications in print,
online in both Internet and PDF ver-
sions, and some in audio format.
You also can get publications in
Braille, in enlarged print, and even
cassette or CD.

Social Security is commit-
ted to using technology to improve
the customer service experience.
Learning about any aspect of Social
Security’s programs is easier than
ever, in the format that works best
for you. As Social Security cele-
brates its 75th anniversary this year,
service choices continue to expand.

These days, you can even
get a personalized estimate of your
future benefits and apply for those
benefits online.

From the comfort of your
home, you can access information
about Social Security. Take it a step
further and use the audio publica-
tions in combination with the
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)
section to get answers to over 700
questions.

If you were planning to
plug in the ear buds and listen to a
little music tonight, why not play
the Social Security publication
you’ve been putting off? It’s never
been easier to learn about Social
Security. Just visit
www.socialsecurity.gov and select
the “Forms and Publications” link
on the left side of the page.

Welcome to our online
library. Whatever your preferred

format, we’re here for you.
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SWEET SALLY’S

Sending a meaningful or
homemade gift
from afar can get
pretty tricky and
expensive. This
new line of deli-
cious baked
goods are just
like mom and
- grandma used to

make and are
great gifts, sure to bring the gift
recipient back to their childhood
days!

Sweet Sally’s is a deli-
cious new line of made from scratch
baked goods, just like mom and
grandma used to bake, and you
don’t have to do any of the work.
They make the perfect gift for
everyone and are great for
absolutely every occasion. From
Tangy Lemon Bars, Apricot
Squares, Coconut Macaroons, cook-
ies, brownies and so much more.

Sweet Sally’s has
something for everyone! They make
excellent gifts and every package is
made to order. Sweet Sally’s are
made from all natural ingredients
and do not use preservatives.
They’re even trans fat free! One bite
of theses yummy baked goods are
sure to bring you back to your child-
hood. www.sweetsallys.com
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BEST ©OFFER' WEE!

PHILIPPINES

(A study of the country and its
people through the eyes
of a non-Filipino)

Bob Boyer, Professor of English, St. Norbert College, DePere, WI.
Puerto Princesa, Palawan:
The Quick Tour

Philippines since my four-and-a-half month teaching stint at UP

Diliman (the University of the Philippines main campus) in 1998.
Finally, eleven years later, on my fourth trip to the Philippines, my wish
became reality, and | was not disappointed.

It was a balmy December 1, 2009 when my older brother (Kuya)
and | left from the PAL (Philipine Air Line) terminal at Ninoy Aquino
Airport in Manila. A little more than an hour later, we landed in Puerto
Princesa, the capital city and port of entry of the province of Palawan.
Across a part of the South China Sea was Vietnam.

I have a photo of Kuya in front of Puerto Princesa Airport. The
sky is smog-free and deep azure blue. The sun is brighter than it had been
in Manila. | recall that the temperature was even balmier than it had been
in Manila.

A driver from our hotel, Hotel Fleuris, stood outside the airport
holding an identifying sign. We were on a pleasantly open-ended tour
package (three days, two nights) promoted by the hotel. Filipino friends
had made the arrangements for us ahead of time, which is probably a good
idea since Palawan, especially Puerto Princesa, is an increasingly attractive
tourist attraction in the Philippines.

After checking in and having lunch, we had our introductory city
tour to help us get oriented for our stay. This is an amazing tour, not to be
missed. Airport, seaport, and downtown make up only a fraction of the
geographic area of the city.

Beaches, mountains, farms, suburban estates, parks, an alligator
farm, a penal colony, and perhaps most important, forests make up the rest
of the city. Much of the Philippines has suffered from deforestation, but not
Puerta Princesa. Trees are protected by laws, promoted by the city’s popu-
lar environmentalist mayor.

Our “Quick Tour” of the city actually took all afternoon and into
the evening, but | didn’t notice anyone complaining. Also, our last stop
before getting back to the hotel was a bakery so we could satisfy our
before-dinner hunger pangs.

The first stop was the government-operated crocodile farm. |
have two pictures of Kuya from this stop. In the first, he is standing in
front of a crocodile skin that was stretched out on the wall of the tourist
center/museum. Kuya, | should mention is six-feet tall, and about two hun-
dred pounds. He was dwarfed by the twelve-foot skin.

In the second photo, Kuya is holding a live baby crocodile. The
animal’s tail hung down to his knee while his snout (happily tied shut)
reached Kuya’s nose. Crocodiles would be probably be extinct in the
Philippines were it not for their being raised here. Good for the tourists and
good for the crocodiles.

From the crocodile farm, we bounced along a dirt road for about a
half hour until we reached the penal colony. The largest building dates
back to 1904, a couple of years into the American colonial era. This build-
ing had a stage for amateur performances as well as films (after the 1920s).
It also had lots of room for dancing (prisoners’ wives and families could
live in the colony), as well as for ping-pong tables. It reminded me a great
deal of resort pavilions from the Jersey shore or the Poconos of my child-
hood.

I had been wanting to go to Palawan, the fabled “last frontier” of the

| found myself getting nostalgic in this now run-down structure in
the middle of a Philippine penal colony. And as | looked out the windows
(some still had bars on them), | was enchanted by the trees and, in the dis-
tance, the mountains. Our final stop there was the store where | bought one
of the many mahogany carvings made by the inmates. Between the store
and agriculture, the colony is self-sustaining.

Evening was descending. On to the hillside bakery. Then back to
the hotel in time to wash up for an 8:30 dinner reservation. More to come
next time.




